
	  I am happy to report that at least 26 
new members submitted applications to 
join the Appalachian chapter of NARO 
during our August 29th royalty owners’ 
workshop.  Held in Morgantown, at the 
Knights of Columbus Lodge, this was the 

first Appalachian Chapter event to be held in West Virginia 
since the chapter was organized in late 2008.  It was well 
attended by approximately 200 interested folks.  

 	 The three-hour session was planned by Tim Greene, 
WV-NARO Vice Director, of Gaddy Engineering; Sandy 
Noe, WV NARO Associate Director, of Noe’s Power Tong 
Services; and myself, of Hart & Associates.  My wife, Sallie, 
managed the registration and door prizes for the event. The 
workshop had been well published via interviews I gave for a 
statewide talk show and a well-written article titled “Drilling 
Rights” by the business editor of the state’s largest newspaper. 
The article ran on the front page of the business section on 
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President’s Report
	 As the nation anxiously watches 
the health care debate, the energy issue 
is still looming right around the corner. 
The presidential budget proposal hasn’t 
been changed one bit since we went to 
Washington last Spring.  All of the oner-
ous line items are there: repeal of the per-
centage depletion allowance, repeal of 
intangible drilling costs and all the rest. 
The President made it clear last night in 

his speech to Congress that he believes we should all make 
certain sacrifices in order to help those more unfortunate.  I 
agree.  However, I do not believe it is the government’s job 
to forcefully achieve this end -- which is what I perceive will 
be the outcome of the energy package he proposes if passed 
by the House and Senate.

	 When visiting Congress, we were told that by repeal-
ing these deductions from our income, the government could 
pay for the things it wants to do.  Yep, no new taxes -- just a 
rearranging of the cash flow. Taking from Peter (you and me) 
to pay Paul (whoever the government declares more worthy). 
It still angers me.

	 On top of all that, certain energy companies are still out 
there trying to take advantage of the down market with some 

age-old shenanigans and some new ones.  The way they are 
going about this is bully-like and shameful.  

	 I have turned down lease offers (if you can call them 
that) lately, where they were demanding a so-called “clean 
lease.”  That means a lease with no protective clauses added 
by myself as the lessor.  They have been unwilling to negotiate 
on any point…royalty, bonus, clauses.  “Just take our offer 
and be happy with the bonus.”  Well folks, I may be naïve 
still, but I will not bow down to those methods.  I can use the 
money, but I want to keep my integrity intact.

	 My point in bringing all this up is to try to encourage 
any of you out there to jump in to the fray.  We need you.  
You know the letters you need to write.  Join the committees 
we are working on.  Simply provide any advice or help you 
can, in order to fight this multi-front battle. If anyone thinks 
these are scare tactics…they are. We have a lot to be afraid 
of these days.

	 I will be in Las Vegas for the convention at the end of 
the month and look forward to visiting with many of you there. 
It is my hope that we can formulate some sort of grassroots 
movement between now and the end of the year, in order to 
have an effective voice in Congress, with the American public, 
and in dealing with the oil companies.

-- Jeff Miller, NARO National President

the Sunday preceding the workshop. Crews & Associates, 
Financial Planners, of Charleston, generously sponsored the 
rental of the meeting room.

	  Jerry Simmons delivered a mini version of Minerals 
Management 101 and joined two other speakers -- oil and gas 
royalty owners’ attorney, Steve Shuman, and a senior geolo-
gist with the West Virginia Geological Survey, Lee Avery.  
Steve addressed various critical aspects of lease clauses to be 
concerned about, including the ownership warranty section. 
Lee spoke about the Marcellus Shale geology throughout the 
Appalachian Basin. 

	 Our next “town hall” royalty owners’ workshop will 
be held in Lexington, Kentucky, at the Embassy Suites, on 
October 31, 1-4 p.m.  Bob Squair is making arrangements for 
that workshop and has already scheduled a Kentucky attorney 
to speak. 

-- Bob Hart, President, NARO-Appalachia
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