
 

 

 

 

 

August 21, 2013 

 

[ADDRESS BLOCK] 

 

Dear Mineral Owner: 

 

We are writing to update you regarding recent action by Boulder County that affects both 

our company and you as an owner of oil and natural gas property interests within the 

County who has leased to Noble Energy. 

 

On June 18, 2013, the Board of County Commissioners for Boulder County extended its 

moratorium on oil and natural gas development within unincorporated areas of the 

County until January 1, 2015.  The County originally adopted this moratorium in 

February 2012 to give it time to consider revising its comprehensive plan and land use 

code regarding oil and natural gas operations.  Following an extensive public process, the 

County adopted those revisions last year.  Nevertheless, it has repeatedly extended the 

moratorium, thereby continuing its current ban on oil and natural gas development.   

 

We opposed the Commissioners’ extension of the moratorium because responsible oil 

and natural gas development benefits not just mineral owners and energy companies, but 

all Colorado residents.  It provides a reliable and safe source of energy that most of us use 

to heat our homes, power our appliances, and fuel our vehicles.  It generates many 

millions of dollars in annual tax revenues that benefit our local schools and communities 

and help to fund state-wide programs for water conservation, wildlife protection and low-

income energy assistance.  It also creates thousands of good-paying jobs and dramatically 

decreases our greenhouse gas emissions.  For example,  

 

 Natural gas provides about 35% of the County’s electricity, and oil fuels almost 

all of its 227,000 registered vehicles; 

 

 Hydraulic fracturing technology has been in use since 1949, and nearly 99% of 

the more than 30,000 wells in northern Colorado have been stimulated 

hydraulically, with no demonstrated impact to groundwater; 

 

 Oil and natural gas development in Colorado uses less than 0.1%, or 1/1000
th
 of 

the total water used in the state; 

 

 Each new horizontal well generates on average, $1,150,000.00 in local property 

taxes during the first decade of production, of which 56%, or roughly $644,000 

goes to local public schools;  
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 Oil and natural gas generated more than $33 billion in economic output in 

Colorado in 2011, and directly paid more than $1.5 billion in tax and royalties to 

state and local governments;  

 

 Nearly 129,000 people in Colorado work for or are supported by the oil and 

natural gas industry, with annual wages of more than $7 billion; and 

 

 Increasing use of clean-burning natural gas has helped cut our nation’s 

greenhouse gas emissions to their lowest levels since 1994, meaning we are on a 

path to meeting Kyoto Protocol targets without undermining the economy.  

 

Moreover, a growing body of scientific data and analysis demonstrates that oil and 

natural gas development can be and routinely is conducted in an environmentally 

responsible manner.  Last month, the initial results from a new U.S. Department of 

Energy study found no evidence that hydraulic fracturing fluids from well stimulation 

operations had any impact on potential drinking water sources.  This is consistent with 

the results of numerous prior studies, including those conducted by or for the U.S. 

Geological Survey, Pennsylvania legislature, and the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission. 

 

Both as a company and as individuals, we are committed to the responsible development 

of these energy resources and the protection of our environment and the communities in 

which we operate.  Colorado has some of the strongest oil and natural gas regulations in 

the country, and Noble Energy not only complies with the rules, but we routinely exceed 

them.  In the DJ Basin, for example, we have voluntarily implemented a Life-Cycle 

Water Management program, which focuses on responsible sourcing, treatment and 

recycling of water.  We also deploy an EcoNode Centralized Facilities program, which 

reduces land disturbance, minimizes water consumption, reduces fugitive emissions, and 

eliminates hundreds of thousands of truck trips annually.  We have also partnered with 

the Colorado Energy Water Consortium at Colorado State University, which brings 

together diverse stakeholders to address water issues through research and we are testing 

a new continuous groundwater monitoring program as part of that. For more information, 

or to obtain a copy of our most recent sustainability report, please visit our website at 

www.nobleenergyinc.com. 

  

Unfortunately, Boulder County’s continuing moratorium will preclude us from 

undertaking oil and gas development in unincorporated areas of the County until 2015 at 

the earliest.  During this period, we plan to continue our efforts to work with the County 

Commissioners and staff by participating in proceedings, sharing information, and 

providing access to our facilities.   

 

We have enclosed a copy of the written comments that Noble submitted to Boulder 

County in June regarding the moratorium extension.  It provides additional information 

on this subject which you may find of interest.  If you would like more information or 

would like to be involved in the public outreach efforts of the Colorado Oil & Gas 



Association, please contact Chad Calvert, Manager of Government Affairs at Noble 

Energy, at (303) 228-4321, or via email at ccalvert@nobleenergyinc.com. 

 

We look forward to the day when responsible oil and gas development can occur once 

again in Boulder County for the benefit of all Colorado residents.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Noble Energy 

 

Enclosure 


